TO THE

‘Wo present to you herewith “ A PLax yor THX AsOLI-
w10 OF SLAVERY,” and solicit your aid to carry it into
execution.

Your numbers, combined with those of the Slaves, will
give you all power.  You have but to use it, and the work
is done. °

The following self-evident principles of justice and hu.
manity will serve as guides to the measures proper to be
adopted. These priuciples are —

1. That the Slaves have a nataral right to their Liberty,

2. That they have & natural right to compensation (so
far as the property of the Slaveholders and their abettors
<can compeusate themn) for the wrongs they Linve suffered.

8. Thatso long as the governments, under which they
live, refuse to give them hberty or compensation, they have
the night to take 1t by stratagem or force.

4. That it is the duty of all, who can, to nssist them in
such an cnterprice.

In rendering this assistance, 3 ou will naturally adopt these
measures.

1. Toignore snd spurn the authonty of all the corrupt
and tyranoical pohtrcal institations, which the Slaveholders
have established for the secunty of their crimes.

2. Soon as may be, to take the political power of your
States into your own hands, and establish governments
that shall punish slaveholding as a crime, and alvo give to
the Slaves civil actions for damages for the wrongs that have
slready been commutted against them.

3. Until such new gov ts shall be i d, to
recognize the Slaves as free men, and as being the rightful
owners of the property, which is now held by their masters,
but which would pass ta them, if justice were dones to jus-
tify and assist them in every effurt to ucquire their Liberty,
and obtain possession of such property, by stratagem or
force ; to hire thern ns Iaborers, pay them their wages, and
defend them meanwhile sgamst their tyracts; to sell them
fire-arms, and teach them the use of them; to frade with
them, buying the property they may have taken from their op-
pressors, and paying them for it; to encournge and assist
them to take possession of the lands they cultivate, and tho
crops they produce, and appropriate them to their own use;
and In every way possible to recogaize them as being now
the rightfal owners of the property, which justice, if admin-
istered, would give them, 1n compensation for the injuries
they have recetved.

4. To form Vigilance Comuuttees, or Leagues of Free-
dotn, in every neighborhood or township, whose duty it shall
be 1o stand in the stead of the government, and do that jus.
tice for the slaves, which government refuses to do; and
especially to arrest, try, and chastise (with their own whips)
all Slaveholders who shall beat their slaves, or restrain them
of their hiberty; and cotnpel them to give deeds of emanei-
pation, and conveyances of their property, to their slaves.

5. To treat, and teach the negroes to treat, all active

b of the Slaveholders, as you and they treat the
Slaveholders themselves, both in person and property.

Perhaps some may say that this taking of property, by
the Slaves, would be etealing, and should not be enconraged.
The answer f, that it would not be stealing; it would be
simply taking justice Juto their own hands, and redressing
their own wrongs. The state of Slavery is a state of war.
In this case it is & just war, on the part of the negroes—a
‘war for hiberty, and the recompense of injuries; aud neces-
ity justifies them in carrying it on by the only means their
oppressors have left to them. In war, the plunder of ene-
mies Is a3 logitimato as the killing of them; and stratagem
is as legitimate as open force. The right of the Slaves,
therefore, in this war, to take property, is &s clear as their
right to take life ; and their right to do it secretly, is as clear
as their right to do it openly. And as this will probably be
their most effective mode of operation for the T , they
ought to be taught, encouraged, and assisted to do it to the
utmost, s0 long as they are unable to meet their enemies in
the open field. And to call this taking of property stealing,
is as false and unjust as it would be to call the taking of
life, in just war, murder.

1t is only those who have a false and superstitions rever-
ence for the authonty of gov: ts, and have d
the balst of thinking that the most tyrannical and iniquitous
Inws bave the power to make that right which is natorally
‘wroog, or that wrong which is naturally right, who will have
sny doubt as to the right of the Slaves (and these who
wonld assist them) to make war, to sll possible extent, upon
the property of the Slavebolders and their abettors.

[ The following note is to be addressed to soms person at the South, and signed by the person

SIr:

NON-SLAVEHOLDERS OF

Wo are unwilling to take the responsibillty of advising
any general jnsurrection, or any taking of life, until we of
the North go down to take part in it, in such numbers as to
insure a certain and eary victory, We therefore advise
that, for the present, operatiozs be confined to the seizure of
property, and the chastisemen; of individaal Slavebolders,
and their accomplices; and that these things be done only
80 far as they can be done, without too grest danger to the
actors.

We specially adviso the flogging of Individual Sluve-
holders. This is & case where the medical principle, that
Lko cures Like, will certainly succeed. Give the Slave.
holders, then, a taste of their own whips. Spure their Liver,
but not their backy. The urrugance they have acquired by
the use of the lash upon others, will e soon taken out of
them, when the samse scourge shall be applied to themselves
A band of ten or twenty determcined negroes, well armed,
having their readezvous 1o the forests, coming out upou the
plantations by day or night, seizing individual Slavelolders,
stripping them, and flogging them soundly, in the presence of
their own Slaves, would soon abolish Slavery over a large
distriet.

These bands could also do a good work by kidnapping
individual Slaveholders, taking them into the forest, and
holding them as hostages for the good behavior of the whites
remaining on the plantations, compelling them also to exe-
cute deeds of emancipation, and conveyances of their prop
erty, to their slaves. These contracts could probubly never
afterward be successfully disa.owed on the ground of duress
{especially after new governments, favorable to hberty,
should be established) inasinucl as such contracts would be
nothing more than justice; aud men ay nghtfully Le
coerced to do justice. Such contracts would be intrinsically
as valid as the treaties by whih conquered nations mike
satisfuctiou for the injustice which caused the war.

The more bold and resvlute Slaves should bu encourged
to form themselves into bands, build forts in the forests, und
there collect srms, stores, horses, every thing that will en-
sble them to sustmin themsclves, and carry on their warfire
upon the Slaveholders

Another important measure,on the part of the Slaves, wll
Le to disarus thetr masters, so fir as that is practicable, by
seizing and concealing their weapons whenever opportunity
offers. They should also kill all slave-hunting dogs, and the
owners too, if that should prove necessary.

Whenever the Slaves on a plantation are not powerful or
courageous enough to resist, they should be encournged to
desert, in a body, temporarnly, especially at harvest tune, so
a3 to cause the crups to persh for want of hands to gather
them.

Many other ways will suggest themselves to you, aud to
the Slaves, by wlich the Slaveholders can bo snnnyed and
injured, without causing any geaeral outbreak, or shedding
of blood.

OQUR PLAN THEN 13—

). To make war (openly or secreily &3 circumstances
may dictate} upon the property of the Slaveholders and
their abettors—uot for its destruction, if that can easily lLe
avoided, but to convert it to the use of the Slaves. If st
cannot Le thus converted, then we ndvise its destruction.
Teach the Slaves to burn the r masters” buildings, to kil
their cattle and horses, to conceal or destroy farming uten-
sils, to abandon labor in seed time aud harvest, and Jet crops
perish.  Male Slacery unprofitable, n this way, 11t cau Le
done in no other.

2. To make Slavel objects of deril and cou-
tempt, by flogging them, whenever they shall be guilty of
flogging their alaves.

3. To risk no general insurrection, uatl wo of the North
g0 to your assistance, or you are sure of succeas without
our aid.

4. To culti the friendship und of the
Slaves ; to consult with them as to their rights and interests,
and the means of promoting them; to show your interest in
their welfure, and your readiness to assist them. Let them
know that they have your sympathy, and 1t will give them

ge, sell-respect, and and mwake men of them;
infinitely better men to live by, as neighbors and friends,
than the indol gant, selfish, heartl domll g
robbers and tyrants, who now keep both yourselves and the
Slaves In subjection, and look with contempt upon all who
live by honest labor.

E. To change your political fnstitutions soon as possible.
And in the meantime give never & voto to a Slaveholder;
pay no taxes to thelr government, s you can either resist or
evade them 13 witnesses aud jurom, give no testimony, and
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THE SOUTH.

o verdicts, In support of any Slaveboldlog elaime perform
vo military, patrol, or police mrleod:nx‘nob Sh'vﬂ-ldlng
courts, guols, and shenfla; do pothing, In short, for sustain.
ing Slavery, but every thing you safely and righifully cea,
publicly and privately, for its overthrow.

White rascals of the South ! Willing tools of the Slovehedd-
ersl  You,who drive Slaves to heir labor, huné them with doge,
and flog them for pay, without asking any guestions! We bave
& word specially for yoo. You are one of the maln pillare
of the Slave system. Yon stand resdy to do all that vile
und inhuman work, which must be doie by somebody, but
which the more decent Slaveholders themsolves will not do.
Yet we have heard one good report aven of you. It ls, that
you huve no such prejudices against color, nor sguinat hib-
erty, as that you would not as williogly earn money by
Lielping a Slave to Canadw, as by catching & fugitive and
returniug hin to lus master.  If you sre thus Indifferent as
to whom you serve, we advise you henceforth to serve the
Slaves, nstead of their masters. Turn aboat, and belp the
robbed to rob their robbers The former can afford to pay
you Letter than the latter. Help them to get possession of
the property which Is nghtfally their dae, and they can
afford to give you hLiberal commissions. Help them flog
indsvidunl Slaveholders, und they can aflord to pay you ten
tunes as much as you ever recmved for flogging Slaves.
Help them to kidnap the Slaveholders, and they can afford
to pay you more than you now get for catching fugitive
Slaves. De true to the Slaves, and we hope they will pay
you well for your services. Be fulse Lo them, and we hope
they will kill you.

Lawyers of the Sourtk! You can, if you will, exert a po-
tent mfluence fur goud, 1 this matter. 1f, in the troe splrit
of 1w ns a science, you shall see a man in the most crushed
of human beings; and, recognizing his nght to obtain justice
Ly such means as may be in his power, you shall take the
side of the oppressed, in this coutroversy, and teach them to
trample on their tyrants, and viadicate their manhood—Y
you do this, and then aid in establishing new institutions,
based upon liberty, equahty, and right, you will bave the
sutisfaction of domg your part towards bringiog into life
a greal, free, and happy people, where now all is crime,
tyranny, degradation, snd death. If, on the coatrary, you
shal] take the side of the Slavebolders, and continue to be—
as, professionally, under Slave institutions, y ou must forever
be—the degraded, pettifogging pirps, hirehngy, aod tools of
a few soulless robbers of their species—denying continually
the authonity of justice, and the rights of humanity—if you
shall do this, we need not attempt to tell you what your true
rank will be In the scale of lawyen, statesmen, patriots, or
men.

Merchants of the Smih! We hope you will deliberately
consider this matter, sod make vp your minds whetber the
Slaves have the right to take the property of their masters,
in compensation for the injuries they bavo suffered. If you
decide that they have that night, we hope you will aot so-
cordingly, and will not hesitate to buy of them cotton, or
any other property which they may have taken from thelr
masters; and give them, in exchange, weapons, or any
other articles they may need. If you will bat do this, you
wu!l soon put an cnd to Slavery.

Non Slateholders gemerally of the Sowth? 1€ it Is right
for the dlaves to take the property of their masters, to com-
pensate their wrongs, it 1s right for you to help them, Your
numbers, compared with thowe of the Slaveholders, are as
five or six to one. It will be perfectly easy for you, by
combining with the Sluves, to pat them in possession of the
plantations on which they labor, and of all the property
upon them.  They could stfurd to p1y you well for doing
themn such nservice  “Lhey could nfford to let you share
with them in the division of the properly taken  We lope
you will adopt this mensare. 1t will not only be right in
steeif, 1t will bu the noblist act of your Jives, prosided you
dv not take tow large a share to yourselces; and provided olsy that
you afterards faukfully protect the Sinces in their Lberty, and
the properly amsigned to them.

Finally, we ray to a!l, correspond with us of the North.
Let each person wha recerves or vecs one of theso sheets,
scod his letters to the wue who sent it—with hberty to pub-
hish them in the northern pupess.  This correspondence, we
are confident, will be & more iuteresting literuture than the
South lias ever furnished; and will enlut the feclings of
northern people to such a degree, that we shall Le induced
to go, in large numbers, to your masistance, whenever you
shall need us.

ding st, giving Ais owon residence.]

Please accept, and exhibit to your neighbors, this copy of a document, whith we are intending to distribute very extensively through
the South, and which, we truat, will give birth to a movement, that shall result not only in the freedom of the blacks, but also in the political,
pecuniary, educational, moral, and social advantage of the present non-slaveholding whites. Please lct me hear. from you often, informing me of

the progress of the work. Direct to me at



A PLAN FOR THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY.

When a human being is set upon by a rob-
ber, ravisher, murderer, or tyrant of any kind,
it is the duty of the bystanders to go to his or
her rescue, by force, {f noed be.

In general, nothing will excuse men in the
non-performance of this duty, except the pres-
sure of higher duties, (if such there be,)
inability to afford relief, or too great danger
to themselves or others.

This duty being naturally inherent in human
relations and necessities, governments and laws
are of po authority in opposition to it. If
they interpose themselves, they must be tram-
pled under foot without ceremony, as we would
trample under foot laws that should forbid us
to rescue men from wild beasts, or from burn-
ing buildings.

On this principle, it is the duty of the nou-
slaveholders of this country, in _their private
capacity as individuals — withodt asking the
permission, or waiting the movements, of the
government—1to go to the rescue of the
Slaves from the hands of their oppressors.

This duty is so selfevident and natural a
one, that he who pretends to doubt it, should
be regarded either as seeking to evade it, or
as himself a servile and ignorant slave of
corrupt institutions or customs,

Holding these opinions, we propose to act
upon them. And we invite all other citizens
of the United States to join us in the enter-
prise. To enable them to judge of its feasi-
bility, we lay before them the following pro-
gramme of measures, which, we think, ought
to be adopted, and would be successful.

1. The formation of associations, through-
out the country, of all persons who are willing
to pledge themselves publicly to favor the
enterprise, and render assistance and support,
of any kind, to it.

2. Establishing or sustaining papers to ad-
- vocate the enterprise.

WE, the subscribers, residents of the Town of

in the State of

8. Refusing to vote for any person for any
civil or military office whatever, who is not
publicly committed to the enterprise,

4. Raising money and military equipments.

5. Forming and disciplining such wmilitary
companies as may volunteer for actual ser-
vice.

6. Detaching the non-slaveholders of the
South from all alliance with the Slaveholders,
and inducing them to co-operate with us, by
appeals to their safety, interest, honor, justice,
and humanity.

7. Informing the Slaves (by emissaries to
be sent among them, or through the non-slave-
holders of the South) of the plan of emanci-
pation, that they may be prepared to co-operate
at the proper time.

8. To encourage emigration to the South,
of persons favoring the movement.

9. When the preceding preliminaries shall
bave sufficiently prepared the way, then to
land military forces (at numerous points at
the same time) in the South, who shall raise
the standard of freedom, and call to it the
slaves, and such free persons as may be willing
to join it.

10. If emancipation shall be accomplished
only by actual hostilities, then, as all the laws
of war, of nature, and of justice, will require
that the emancipated Slaves shall be compen-
sated for their previous wrongs, we avow it
our purpose to make such compensation, so far
as the property of the Slaveholders and their
abettors can compensate them. And we avow
our intention to make known this determination
to the Slaves beforehand, with a view to give
them courage and self-respect, to nerve them
to look boldly into the eyes of their tyrants,
and to give them true ideas of the relations of

Justice existing between themselves and their
opprossors.

11. To remain in the South, after emanci-
pation, until we shall have established, or have
seen established, such governments as will
secure the future freedom of the persons eman-
cipated.

And we anticipate that the pablic avowal
of these measures, and our open and zealous
preparation for them, will have the effect,
within some reasonable time—we trust within
a few years at farthest—to detach the govern-
ment and the country at large from the inter-
ests of the Slaveholders; to destroy the
security and value of Slave property; to
annihilate the commercial credit of the Slave-
holders ; and finally to accomplish the extinc-
tion of Slavery. We hope it may be without
blood.

If it be objected that this scheme proposes
war, we confess the fact. It does propose
war—private war indeed—but, nevertheless,
war, if that should prove necessary. And our
answer to the objection is, that in revolutions
of this nature, it is nccessary that private
individuals should take the first steps. The
tes must be thrown overboard, the Bastile
must be torn down, the first gun roust be
fired, by private persons, before a new govern-
ment can be organized, or the old one be
forced (for nothing but danger to itself will
force it) to adopt the measures which the in-
surgents have in view.

If the American governments, State or
national, would abolish Slavery, we would
leave the work in their hands. But as they
do not, and apparently will not, we propose to
Jorce them to do it, or to do it ourselves ia
defiance of them.

If any considerable number of the Ameri-
can people will join us, the work will bo an
easy and bloodless one ; for Slavery can live
only in quiet, and in the sympathy or subjec-
tion of all around it.

in the County of
believing in the principles, and approving generally of the measures, set forth in the foregoing

¢ Plan for the Abolition of Slavery,” aud in the accompanying address  To the Non-Slavekolders of the South,’ hereby unite ourselves in an

Association to be called the LEAcue oF FreEpoM in the Town of
plan into effect. And we hereby severally declare it to be our sincere intention to co-operate faithfully with each other, and with all other

asgociations within the United States, having the same purpose in view, and adopting the same platform of principles and measures.

for the purpose of aiding to carry said
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